NEWSLETTER

ISSUE NO 3, TERM 2 | JUNE - 2025

What's On & Date Claimers:

Week 9, Term 2
Year 11 Rural Operation Students and Mr
Bourne at Gatton University

Mon - Secondary Parade
16/06 - Mental Health Workshop
with Anglicare Yrs 7&8
Wed - Kindy Day
18/06 - Red Truck
- Mrs Landers on Principal
TEAMS for the AM
Thurs - Brekky Club
19/06 - Kindy Day
- Guidance Officer visiting
Fri - NO Primary Parade this
20/06 week
- Under 8s Day
Sat - Barcy Show, make sure to
21706 check out our school’s
display!

Principal’'s Message:

Week 10, Term 2

Mon
23/06

Tues
24/06

Wed
25/06

Thurs
26/06

Fri
27/06

- Secondary Parade
- Mental Health Workshop
with Anglicare Yrs 9&10

- Kindy Day

- Kindy Day

- Red Truck

- Coast to Country Pre-
Service Teachers visiting

- Kindy Day
- Guidance Officer visiting
- ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

- Primary Parade
- Guidance Officer visiting

BARCALDINE PREP-12 STATE SCHOOL

Gidyea Street | Barcaldine, Qld, 4725
(07) 46515333
www.barcaldiness.eg.edu.au

Nicole Landers — Principal

0477 371830 | nland22@eqg.edu.au
David Lassig — Deputy Principal
0467 726 859 | dlass3@eqg.edu.au
Gabriella Griffin —HOD

0436 605 668 | ggrif3@eqg.edu.au

Jack Kelly — HOSES
0477 366 702 | jikelO@eg.edu.au

Katherine Stewart — Business Manager
46515301 | kstew97@eq.edu.au
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Our curriculum is based on a collection of subjects however when we consider disciplines in alignment with our
subjects, we are able to ask what students should know and be able to do as a result of their education. So, what
disciplines are important for our students to learn, not just at school but at home also:
1. Curiosity - the ability to ask questions and explore how the world works - curiosity is our most
comprehensive learning tool in the first years of life.
2. Creativity - the ability to generate new ideas and to apply them in practice.

w

Criticism - the ability to analyse information and ideas and to form reasoned arguments and judgements.

4. Communication - the ability to express thoughts and feelings clearly and confidently in a range of media and

forms.

5. Collaboration - the ability to work constructively with others.

6. Compassion - the ability to empathise with others and act accordingly.

7. Composure - the ability to connect with the inner life of feeling and develop a sense of personal harmony

and balance.

8. Citizenship - the ability to engage constructively with society and to participate in the processes-that sustain
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These competencies should be interwoven from the beginning of a student's educational journey and nurtured
throughout. Our school is successful when individuals are recognised, and the diversity of their talent is celebrated. It
is successful when students are fulfilled and continue to live fulfilling lives. In educating beyond the Australian
Curriculum subjects, we can ensure success becomes a valued part of our school's culture.

School Upgrades:
Over weeks 9 & 10 our primary adventure playgrounds will be unavailable as the sand is removed and soft fall is laid.

This workplace health and safety upgrade which has been funded by the school will ensure our students have a
cleaner and safer play area.

We are eagerly awaiting confirmation on the industrial standard upgrade to our kitchen. Fingers crossed we will see
this work take place early Semester 2. In the meantime, our students will not miss out on Food & Fibre, with the Red
Truck being left in our school grounds for the duration of this remodel.

Brain Facts - The Teen Brain:

After infancy, the brain's most dramatic growth spurt occurs in adolescence, and that growth means things get a
little muddled in a teen mind. Environment and experiences during this time guide development of the brain's more
complex functions. Teen brains are also wired to seek reward, act out, and otherwise exhibit immaturity

that will change when they become adults.

The teen brain is like a big ball of clay, ready to be moulded by new experiences. Enhanced connectivity and an
imbalance between the parts of the brain responsible for decision-making and self-control and those involved in
motivation and emotion may lead teens to seek new experiences. This makes teens more likely to take risks and seek
excitement.

Adolescents are in the midst of acquiring incredible new skills sets, especially when it comes to social behaviour and
abstract thought. But they are not good at using them yet, so they must experiment. Many kids this age view conflict
as a type of self-expression and may have trouble focusing on an abstract idea or understanding another's point of
view. They need their parents — those people with the more stable adult brain — to help them by staying calm,
listening and being good role models.

The frontal lobes are the last regions of the brain to fully develop. These regions are important for executive
functioning — complex functions like attention, self-control, decision-making, and long-range planning. The late
maturation of the frontal lobe might explain some of the characteristics of a “typical teenager,” such as a short
attention span, impulsive behaviour, and forgetting to do homework. However, none of this means that the teenage
brain is broken. It is simply experiencing a critical period of development that also opens the brain to millions of new
learning opportunities.

As teens become better at thinking abstractly, their social anxiety increases. Abstract reasoning makes it possible to
consider yourself from the eyes of another. Teens may use this new skill to ruminate about what others are thinking
of them. In particular, peer approval has been shown to be highly rewarding to the teen brain, which may be

why teens are more likely to take risks when other teens are around.

Teenage brains are simply wired to seek reward. By late adolescence, say 17 years old and after, the part of the brain

responsible for impulse control and long-term perspective taking is thought to help them reign in some of the
behaviour they were tempted by in middle adolescence.

Until next time,

Nicole Landers
Principal
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